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men disguised as peasants on their way to market
and driving a big waggon, appeared early one morn-
ing at the gates. As they passed under the arch of
the portal the neck of a sack filled with nuts came
undone, and while the guards were scrambling for
the scattered contents, some of the pretended
countrymen blew out their brains, or stabbed them
with their concealed weapons, while others cut the
traces of the cart horses, so that the waggon was left
standing in the way and it was impossible either to
close the gates or to drop the portcullis. Porto-
carrero and his men lurking in ambush hard by
rushed up at the sound of the scuffle and were in
possession of the town before the terrified citizens
could collect or offer any effective resistance.

" On Wednesday, the I2th of this month " ( March,
1597), writes the diarist L'Estoile, ** in the midst of
feasts and dances came the news of the surprise of
Amiens, to the dismay of the revellers and of Paris.
Even the King, whose constancy and magnanimity
are not easily shaken, seemed stunned by the blow.
Yet looking to God, as is his wont in adversity,
rather than in prosperity, he said aloud ; * This blow
is from Heaven. These poor people have lost them*
selves by refusing the small garrison I wished to
give them/ Then, after a moment's thought,
f Enough of playing the King of France; it is time
to be again the King of Navarre/ '*

That same day, Henry determined on the measures
to be taken for the recovery of the lost town, and
suggested or approved of expedients for raising the
money required for a long and difficult siege. Before